ISLAMIAT LECTURE 9

RIGHTLY GUIDED CALIPHS (4)

4) Hazrat Ali:
· Election:

· Hazrat Usman’s death left a state of chaos and panic Medina
· The rebels demanded that a caliph be chosen as soon as possible
· They offered this post to Hz. Ali, Hz. Talha, Hz. Zubair and all 3 declined the offer.
· They then approached the ansar, who too refused
· So the rebels gave an ultimatum due to which all the Muslims gathered in the Mosque of the Prophet
· It was noted that Hz. Ali had all the qualities required in  a caliph so people swore allegiance to him

· Battle of Camel:

· Ummayads raised the cry for revenge of the assassins of Hazrat Usman
· Hz. Ali realized that the assassination was not a work of a few individuals who could be punished that easily and also considering the volatile political scenario, refused to comply to this demand
· He told the Ummayads that once peace would be established, he’d take action
· Meanwhile, Hz. Talha and Hz. Zubair approached Hz. Aisha regarding this situation
· Hz. Aisha herself was quite enraged by the lack of action on the caliph’s part
· They raised an army and so did Hz. Ali
· The 2 armies met at Basra
· Hz. Ali had a very high regard for Hz. Aisha and did not want to fight against her, so he sent a messenger explaining his position to her
· Hz. Aisha also wanted peace, so she agreed and the situation became less hostile.
· The mischief makers could not tolerate and at night, they launched attacks
· Many muslims were killed on both sides of the battle field
· After Hz. Aisha’s camel was wounded, the battle came to an end and there was reconciliation between both the parties
· Hz. Ali’s victory in this victory helped him strengthen his caliphate

· Battle of Siffin:

· Hz. Ali removed Muawiya from the office of the governor of Syria
· Muawiya refused to vacate the office and launched a campaign against Hz. Ali
· He put several accusations on Hz. Ali including links in the murder of Hz. Usman
· Thus he was able to gather a large support against Hz. Ali
· After failing in initial negotiations, the two armies met at Siffin
· Apart from minor skirmishes no major battle took place 
· Then another phase of negotiations started, which too failed and so the actual battle started on 8th of Safar 37 AH
· Muawiya army was on the losing side, when on the suggestion of Amr Bin Aas, they tied Quran with  their lances
· Hz. Ali told his men to not fall in this trap and continue fighting but most of his army deserted him and thus the fighting stopped.
· Representatives from the two sides met to arbitrate
· This battle led to the creation of the group Kharijites

· Death:

· In 40 AH, the Kharijites decided to gather in Medina and murder the caliph. On the 18th of Ramzan, Ibn Muljim attacked Hz. Ali with a poisonous sword while he was leading the morning prayers at the mosque of Kufa. The caliph succumbed to these wounds in 3 days.
QUESTIONS:
Q) Give examples to show the relation of rightly guided caliphs with other states,
A) Following are some examples:
· Dhimmis exempted from jizya
· Hz. Usman gave posts to foreign nationals in govt
· Hz. Umar, upon inviting a slave to Islam, said: “let there be no compulsion in religion”
· The blood of a muslim was equal to that of a non muslim


 

